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Commerce - Community Action Program Mission Statement

Our mission is to improve the quality of life in Commerce by promoting efforts to educate, mentor, and
inspire the people of our community. We seek to provide the leadership and resources to sustain a

cross-cultural and ever-evolving organization committed to improving the economic, psycho-social, and
spiritual well-being of the families of Commerce.

It is recognized that there are many with needs in our community and also many resources available,
therefore it would be helpful to match those needs to those with the resources to help.

One of the project goals of this organization is to establish a resource directory for the citizens of
Commerce that informs our residents and families of services that are available in our area.

Executive Board

Kenneth “Rock” Clinton, PhD - Community
Developer, Professor Emeritus at TAMU-C

Robert E.L. Johnson, DrPH - President and
CEO of C-CAP, Mental Health Consultant

Howdy Lisenbee, MBA, CPM - City
Manager, Commerce, TX

Debbie Patterson - C-CAP Program
Development Facilitator, Faith Based Leader

Sharondra Pruitt, Ed.D - University
Associate and Ed. Development Specialist

Diana M. Richards, MA - Community
Developer, CASA, Commerce Chamber of
Commerce

Harry Turner, Deacon MMBC - C-CAP
Treasurer, Representative of the Norris
Community

Amy Welch - Secretary, Social Events
Coordinator, Licensed Insurance Agent -
Cornerstone Insurance Co.

Advisory Board Members

These individuals have been selected because of the wisdom they have to share. Further, they provide
their good names to our board programs, services and activities.

Phillip Aaron - Broken Arrow Ranch,
Community Development

R, John Ballotti, Jr. PhD - Director of
Communication Studies at TAMU-C

Paul Byran, MFA - Director of Web Apps -
Marketing and Communications

Marcus Cantera, Lt. - City of Commerce
Police Department

David Ferguson, Pastor - Commerce
Community Church (C3)

Maria Garza, MDiv - Plaza CISD/Commerce
Christian Church, Pastor

LaVelle Hendricks, EdD - Dept. Head,
Counseling at TAMU-C

Etta Herring - Representative of Dept. of
Health and Human Services, Greenville

Janet Peek, MA - Community at Large/Board
HRHC

Wyman Williams, BA - Entrepreneur

Collette Young - 10-2-4 Ranch, LLC Owner

Jay Garett - Legal Counsel (Faires & Garrett
Law Firm)
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A Brief History of the

Commerce Community Action Program

2022

By: Dr. Robert E.L. Johnson Jr., Dr.P.H., President and CEO of C-CAP

During the year of 2013, I had been discharged to come home from Lake Pointe Rehabilitation
Center in Rowlett, Texas. I was assigned a home health aide by the name of Hazel Myberry.
Hazel was a delightful person who departed this world in November 2020. Hazel and I had
many discussions about the problems of African American children growing up in Commerce,
Texas. Hazel said that the young male children, in particular from her own family, entered the
adult world feeling lost. They had, she said, problems finding employment, being fathers and,
generally speaking, “just fitting in” with society. She knew of my background in social work
and asked me what I could do. I said, “Hazel, I don’t know just what I can do to help, but I will
try to set the wheels in motion to identify problems and see what can be done to help.”

After pondering the issues to include systemic racism, lack of self-motivation and other issues
affecting and effecting both male and female persons in Commerce, I called a meeting in the
Norris Community at the Champion Community Center which was a barbecue with all the
trimmings. It was well attended. The focus of the meeting was to talk about social problems in
the community.

Some years back, there was an issue about contamination of the water and related matters in the
Norris Community due to a chemical fertilizer plant in the area. Although a legal settlement
was reached, there was much distrust that lingered in the community, particularly involving the
black towards white people. This being said, there was (and still is) a sense of distrust and lack
of acceptance of many blacks towards whites.

The churches in the Norris Community reflected the community’s character. The most well
established is the Mount Moriah Baptist Church. Harry Turner is a deacon and has been a board
member for many years in our organization.

After several meetings in the Norris Community, and with persons of leadership positions in
Commerce, it was decided to develop our program.

The name Commerce Community Action Program was recommended by Dr. R. John Ballotti,
Professor of Speech at Texas A&M University-Commerce. A heavy representation from the
university faculty was called on, as well as, selected socially minded persons from the town.

After several meetings, we decided on a core set of values. Those being, that we would help
others to help themselves, and that we would try our best to work with persons who wanted a
hand up, not a hand out.
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Some Important Historical and Personal

Thoughts Shared About the C-CAP

By: Harry Turner, Treasurer

I joined C-CAP around 2013, because a high school friend of mine Emma Martin (City Council
Member) felt that I might be a good individual to represent Mt. Moriah Church and the Norris
Community. Other than the Boy Scouts and NAACP, I had never belonged to any other such
group or program. I knew what other organizations did, but was never a member.

What persuaded me to join was a phone call from the program’s president, Dr. Bob Johnson
who invited me to lunch at the local McDonalds. I went for the meal, but after meeting and
talking with him I was impressed with his intense desire to help those in need. I could see in
him a deep dedication to be of some aid or help to all people. And “BAM” I was sold - as they
say “hook line and sinker.”

Today I serve as board treasurer in the administration of this program, a position I am
privileged to fulfill. All of the members seem to share the same basic belief in how they can have
a meaningful impact on the lives of those who truly need help.

Commerce Community Action Program (C-CAP) addresses the needs of our diverse society,
paying no attention to ethnicity. Various school programs are either fully or partially financed
by the C-CAP. We as board members have personally participated in some programs in the
Commerce Middle School.

At certain times of the year, C-CAP helps by co-sponsoring certain designated holidays such as
“Juneteenth” for African Americans and “Cinco de Mayo,” a Hispanic celebration. Smaller
events are also co-sponsored throughout the year. The organization exists on the generosity of
others, we neither make nor sell any product. The funds that are spent are agreed to by all the
members and are for a worthwhile purpose.

The officers and board members are all local citizens. Some are laypersons, others are
professional people, business people, and those with doctoral degrees. C-CAP is fortunate to
have a variety of members with diverse backgrounds.

There is much more to be said about this organization - its importance and need in the
community because of the times we now live in. I will stop at this point as “I think you get it.” I
love this organization and am honored to be a part of it.
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General Services

Alzheimer’s Association
800.272.3900
alz.org/dallasnetexas
3001 Knox St. Suite 200
Dallas, TX 75205

American Red Cross
214.678.4800
redcross.org
4800 Harry Hines Blvd.
Dallas, TX 75235

Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC)
1.800.232.4636
cdc.gov

Chamber of Commerce
903.886.3950
Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm
commerce-chamber.com
1114 Main St.
Commerce, TX 75428

Commerce Cares Recycling
903.886.6792
Facebook: Commerce Cares
Recycling

Commerce Fire Dept.
903.886.1147
Chief Chris Bassham
commercetx.org
1103 Sycamore St.
Commerce, TX 75428

Commerce ISD
903.886.3755
commerceisd.org
3315 Washington St.
Commerce, TX 75428

Commerce Police Dept.
903.886.1139
Chief Chriss Bassham
commercetx.org
1103 Sycamore St.
Commerce, TX 75428

Environmental Protection
Agency In Texas
800.887.6063
epa.gov/tx

Hunt County Sheriff
903.453.6800
Sheriff Terry Jones
2801 Stuart St.
Greenville, TX 75401

Hunt Regional Healthcare
903.408.5000
huntregional.org
4215 Joe Ramsey Blvd.
Greenville, TX 75401

Hunt Regional Medical
Partners
903.886.8818
hrmedpartners.org
1705 Live Oak St.
Commerce, TX 75428

Commerce Parks and
Recreation
903.886.1151
commercerecreation.com
Commerce City Hall
1119 Alamo St.
Commerce, TX 75428

Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality
512.239.1000
tceq.texas.gov

Texas Department of State
Health Services
512.776.7111
1.888.963.7111
dshs.texas.gov

Texas Forest Service
Report Arson or Timber
Theft:
1.800.364.3470
tfsweb.tamu.edu

U.S. Corp of Engineers
469.487.7007
Southwestern Division
1100 Commerce St.
Dallas, TX 75242

United Way
903.217.1694
unitedwayofhuntcounty.org
4912 Lee St.
Greenville, TX 75401
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Church Directory

Abundant Life Assembly
803 Chestnut Street Commerce, TX 75428
903.886.1027

Bread of Life Church of the Nazarene
301 TX 224 Commerce, TX 75428
903.886.1515

Commerce Assembly of God
301 TX 224 Commerce, TX 75428
903.886.0303

Commerce Church of Christ
1900 Culver St. Commerce, TX
903.886.6136

Commerce Community Church
Office: 2104 D Monroe St. Commerce, TX
Service: Rayburn Student Center at
TAMU-C, Traditions Room
903.886.2376

Cross Trails Cowboy Church
4761 FM 1563 Wolfe City, TX 75496
903.886.9114

Disciples of Faith Bible Fellowship
1015 Bois d’Arc St. Commerce, TX 75428
903.366.1434

England Grove Baptist Church
7682 State Hwy 50 Commerce, TX 75428
903.886.7297

First Baptist Church
1401 Washington St. Commerce, TX 75428
903.886.3189

First Christian Church
1101 Sycamore St. Commerce, TX 75428
903.886.2542

First Presbyterian Church
1216 Monroe St. Commerce, TX 75428
903.886.3783

First United Methodist Church
1709 State Hwy 50 Commerce, TX 75428
903.886.3220

Full Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship
6455 CR 4703 Commerce, TX 75428
903.456.4493

Griffith Chapel C.M.E
205 MLK Drive Commerce, TX 75428
903.886.6781

Mt. Moriah Baptist Church
202 Champion Lane Commerce, TX 75428
903.886.3389

Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church
918 Bishop Street Commerce, TX 75428
903.886.1276

New Life Congressional Methodist
911 Jernigan St. Commerce, TX 75428

Ridgecrest Baptist Church
711 Culver St. Commerce, TX 75428
903.413.9013

St. Joseph Catholic Church
1508 Cooper St. Commerce, TX 75428
903.886.7135
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Operating Philosophy

Our superordinate goal at C-CAP is to provide direct intervention services, workshops,
seminars, and events that strengthen the fabric of the community. This focus is intended
to be all encompassing as we embrace working with existing organizations, as well as
starting new initiatives that are needed to meet the needs of our community.

We hope to become better at helping each and every day!

Always,

Robert E.L. Johnson, Dr.P.H.
President/CEO, C-CAP

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We thank each and every one of you

for your many acts of kindness!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Financial Donors

Colette Young - 10-2-4 Ranch

Cross Trails Cowboy Church

Cypress Bank

Diana Richards

Dr. & Mrs. Keith McFarland

Dr. Rock Clinton

Eddie Smith

Jim & Ann Stahl

Mary Miller

Peggy J. Pressley

Phillip Aaron - Broken Arrow Ranch
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In Kind Contributions to C-CAP

Abigail Croft - Graphic Designer, Commerce Public Library

Amy Welch - Licensed Insurance Agent and C-CAP Secretary

Charlie Alderman - Commerce ISD Superintendent

David Ferguson - Pastor, Commerce Community Church

Debbie Patterson - C-CAP Program Facilitator

Diana Richards - President, CASA

Dr. LaVelle Hendricks - Department Chair, Counseling; Texas A&M-Commerce

Dr. Keith McFarland - Retired President, Texas A&M-Commerce

Dr. Kenneth “Rock” Clinton - Community Developer, Professor Emeritus at TAMU-C

Dr. R. John Ballotti - Director of Communication Studies at Texas A&M-Commerce

Etta Herring - Health and Human Services

Fred Fuentes - Hispanic Outreach

Harry Turner - Deacon at Mt. Moriah Baptist Church

Howdy Lisenbee - City Manager, City of Commerce

Janet Peek - County at Large Rep. and Hunt Country Region Health Board Member

Jay Garret, J.D. - Legal Counsel

Judge Kerry Crews - Pct. 2, Hunt County

Lt. Marcus Cantera - Commerce Police Department

Maria Garza - Commerce ISD Teacher and Pastor

Molly Jacobsen - City Secretary, City of Commerce

Paul Byran - Director of Web Apps, Texas A&M-Commerce

Roger McKenzie - Secretary, First Presbyterian Church

Sgt. David Wallace - Commerce Police Department

Texas A&M University-Commerce

Tim Thomas - Assistant Pastor, Commerce Community Church

Wyman Williams - Mayor, City of Commerce
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We Need Your Help!

A lot of effort was spent on getting the information for this Community Directory and
we ask for your help keeping it accurate and up to date. If your organization is not

listed and would like to be included, please fill out the form below and mail to C-CAP,
P.O. Box #814 Commerce, TX 75428. Likewise, if you have some information that has

changed or adds to what is included, please let us know.

Thank you for all you do for our community!

Name of Organization: ______________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________

Vital Phone Numbers: ______________________________________

List of Services: ___________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Additional Information: _____________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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